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it is to put it into their mouths and gradually chew it ? then
with an effort they almost cough it out upon a leaf or platter
and throw it into the vase with the other mixture, for other-
wise this wine, or rather this heverage, would hare no
strength. It is then boiled for three or four hours, after
which it is taken off the fire and left to cool, when it is
poured through a cloth,2 and is esteemed good in proportion
as it intoxicates, in the same way as if people drank real
wine.
They also make wines of other kinds, of honey,3 of fruits^
and of roots, but these do not intoxicate as the first does*
They have a great many plants that produce a sort of wild
grapes, and their berries are like the sloes that grow among
thorns, with black skins; but from the stone being large
and surrounded by very little pulp, they do not make wine
of them. There are some trees that produce olives, but
smelling horribly and tasting worse. And they have other
fruits in abundance, such as Jioui, plantains, pines, guaiave
(guavas), mamei (mammae apples), and guanavana (sour*
sops); the houi are like scanari (Canary} plums, with a
large stone and little fruit; when ripe they are yellow. Its
tree is large, the leaves small and taste acid, The plantain
is a fruit much longer than it is broad, and' the little ones
(bananas) are much better than the large ones. The leaves
are about a foot and a half broad and four feet long; among
the leaves there rises a stem producing a hundred or more
small plantains, or twenty-five or upwards of large ones.
1 The reader will here perceive the identity of manner of making this
wine and the Jsava of the Pacific Ocean islanders, as described in Cap-
tain Cook's third voyage. (Trans.)
3 By the word cloth, spinning and weaving are again presupposed.
(Trans.)
8 The author's word mele is, strictly speaking, apples. But miele or
honey, is often corrupted into mele. And if he had meant apples, he
would have prefixed other to fruits, since apples are a species of fruit,
(Trans.)